E may at last be drawing close
to answering the most tanta-
 lising questions in our life on earth.

Are there really flying saucers ?

Are they, despite all the doubts of
science as we kmow f, vehicles from
another galaxy?

The Aying saucer era lg approaching its twen-
tleth birthday with 10,141 recorded slghtings be-
tweerl 1847 and the beginning of this ¥ear,

Of these, all but 846 have been classified by the
United States Alr Force Which, with the Central
Intelilgence Agency, Ia responsible for the task
of explaining the phenomena.

Weather balloons, swamp gas, stars, comets,
planes, birds, the planet Venus—explanations of
what people belleve to be SAUCErs, Are More num-
€rous even than theorles of where they come
from . , Russla, Mars, Venus, the other slde of
the Moon, the bottom of the gen, God, a secret
American base.

The U 8 Alr Force has finally realised that there
Is grave public dissatlsfaction at its long relue-
tance to tell what It knows about saucers or even
to appear to be taking them serlously.

" Most Americans, especlaily many of the thou-
sands who think they
have seen Unidentiffd
Flylng Objects, as they
are officlally termed,
f belleve one of two
things.

The first 13 that
Alr Force knows all
about the subjeet, but
Is keeplng Its conclu-
slons to itself for fear
b of the reaction,

The second, is that,
belng nware that it is
B powerless and the
I UFOs are harmless,
{it prefers o pretend
t they do not exist,
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B THE suspleion that
B'the US Alr Force has
S been keeplng qulet
about a great deal is

reinforeed by the man-
¥ nier in which sightings
Sare Investigated.,

& Teams of technlelans
itake samples, measure-
sment tests, Intelllgence
g officers guestlon the
8" people involved metien-
i lously.

; Then they are told
that they have seen
something else or had
an hallueination. And
g they are asked not to
B talk about it

, Publicly, the only §
B vestlgating body is the
R staff of Operation Blue
Book—one officer, one
Sergeant, olle secretary
In the Pentagon In
b Washington.

They make the fnal

il

elassliflcation of all
sightings into Hoax
Halluelnation, Misiden-
tificatlon or —rarely—
Unexplained, and an-
nounce it with bland
disinterest.

In August last year
tene of thousands of
people watched curlous
light patterns darting
through the skies on a
course from the Cana-
dian border to Mexlco,

Simple, sald the Blue
Book folk. They were
the constellation of
Orion.

Alas, polnted out Pro-
fessor Walter Webb, of
the Hayden Plane-
tarium, Orfon at that
time could be seen anly
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from the other side of
the glabe.

MOVED finally by the
welght of publle mis-
trust, the U 8 Alr Force
hasz announced that it
will set up a project In
a university yet to be
chosen where Impartial
sclentlstscan work
parallel to Blue Book,

Teams of physleists.
astronomers and psy-
chologlsts can make
thelr "own ‘Investiga-
tions.,

And It has released
all the Blue Book
dasslers from' the Top
Secret classifieation.

Except for one af

the key documents—
the minutes of & meet-
ing of & panel of
eminent sclentists held
thirteen years ago at
the Callfornla Institute
of Technology.

This the OIA
refuses to unwrap,
except In a censored
version.

Which, since the Qr'A
£ the censor, can be in-
terpreted as meaningthat
thers are clandestine im-
plications fo ha drawn.

When |t gccgitred fo lay.
men that the appearanee
of TFO% might gol be
confined to the iast nine-
Legn gN s ‘:w;nrﬁ:rnml
Feapfhing e 5 of last
Aty ol
For ‘s W vedrs the

——




